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that year, the First World War conformed to the pattern of the
great struggle against Napoleon. The Germans' overall objec-
tive was to destroy our sea power and thus break our blockade.
First, they attempted to capture the Channel ports in the First
and Second Battles of Ypres, and thus effectively to threaten
invasion; secondly, they attempted to break out of our strategic
envelopment by bringing Turkey into the war and with her
help to get control of the Eastern Mediterranean; thirdly, they
attempted a direct attack on our sea power by the fleet action
at Jutland; finally, they attempted, in the far more deadly
submarine war of 1917-18, to impose a counter-blockade.
At no time were the Germans with their Austrian allies strong
enough to attempt a purely military decision on the Russian
front, because, unlike Hitler's Germany or Napoleon's France,
they had lost, not won, the initial military campaign in the
west. On the Russian front they therefore relied on the
political effects of a series of local offensives.

The allies on their part suffered from all the confusion of
counsel which seems inseparable from alliances between sea and
land powers. With this aspect of the grand strategy the genera-
tion which knew the Second World War is sufficiently familiar.
The French always, the Russians from 1915, pressed us for more
and more direct military aid. Meanwhile, all the allies experi-
enced and succumbed to the temptation to attempt a premature
military decision before the sea blockade and the long process of
attrition had done its work. These temptations assailed the
British with particular virulence because of our natural pre-
disposition to amphibious operations and our insular distrust of
continental allies. At no time were we confident of Russia's
determination to keep her word not to make a separate peace,
and from 1916 onward we had increasing and justified doubts
as to the morale of the French armies. Our efforts for an early
decision were first the Gallipoli campaign and secondly the
great military offensive of 1916 in France.

Nominally Gallipoli was an attempt to clear a direct and
easy route for supplies to Russia and to hold off the Turkish
armies from threatening to turn the Russian flank. Actually
it was the opening of an attempt to take the German positions
in reverse. Had the campaign succeeded, an attack through